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Although there is a vast Soviet literature on mosquitoes, 
it is very difficult to use: there are very few critical eval- 
uations. The plan which Ye. N. Pavlovskiy put forward as 
long ago as the 1920s for the production of a large report 
on each of the Anopheles species found in the USSR has 
remained unimplemented. The gap has been filled in part 
bv V. N. Beklemishev’s outstanding monograph “The ecology 
of the malarial mosquito (Anopheles maculipennis Rlgn.)“,~ 
1944. There have been no comprehensive studies on the 
other species of malarial mosquito. 

Now we have a small book on the ecology of Anopheles 
hyrcanus (its author, Yelena Sergeyevna Kogay, died pre- 
maturely in i967). The book is based partly on data in the 
literature, but primarily on the author’s original research 
in Uzbekistan. The ifrst of the four chapters contains in- 
formation on the geographical range of & hyrcanus, espe- 
cially in Soviet Central Asia (it is a pity that there is no 
map; the inclusion of a map would have made it possible to 
make the northern limit of the range more immediately 
intelligible). The second chapter is an account of informa- 
tion on larval ecology. There is a quite detailed account of 
the larval biotopes, including information on the vegetation 
and chemical nature of the water. Reference is made to the 
seasonal change of habitat characteristic of this species: 
during the hottest period of the year the larvae, instead of 
occurring in open, well-lit bodies of water, are found in 
concealed, shady waters. Consideration is given to the 
effect of temperature on the duration of metamorphosis. 

On the whole, Ye. S. Kogay’s book is a valuable contri- 
bution to mosquito literature. The book appears at an ap- 
propriate time. Even when malaria was prevalent in the 
USSR, A. hyrcanus was regarded as a vector of secondary 
importEce. Nevertheless, under favorable conditions, 
mosquitoes of this species occur in vast numbers, for ex- 
ample on the flood plains of rivers such as the Dniester, 
the Dnieper, the Don and the Syr Dar’ya. In these areas & 
hyrcanus is a significant element among the blood-sucking 
flies and it is in this context that it should be studied and 
that the biological principles of its control should be worked 
out. 
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