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CXDESC’RJBED HEAD HAIRS IN LARVAE OF 
THE GESUS C’C’LEX (DIPTERA : CCLICIDAE) 

By DOXALD H. C'OLLESS 

(iYCpClTtltie?Zt of Parcrsitolooyy, lhicwsity of Xaltyu) 

DURING taxonomic studies of Xalayan mosquito larvae, it has been found that, 
in cert’ain species of Culez~ the head possesses one or tF-0 pairs of very small 
set’ae which appear to be hitherto undescribed. These setae, for which I 
propose the term *’ post-orbital setae “, are placed laterally, a little anterior 
to the cervical collar, and figure 1 shoKs them as seen in Culex rubithoracis 
Leicester. Such setae appear to be a fairly constant feature of the subgenera 
Lo~~hocet.aolt~.~~~, and Culicioitiyia. All Malayan members so fa,r examined in 
these two groups possess them, with the exception of three of the nepenthi- 
coleus species : C’. 7rezcitti Edwards, C. mxalis Edwards and C. coe~~Llesce~zs 
Edwards. Strangely enough, they also occur in the apparently unrelated 
C’. ?~&i~zso,zi Barraud and I have seen one specimen of C. fcAga)as Wiedemann 
with a single seta? on one side only. Variation in size? branching and number 
of setae, OCCL~ both Jvithin and between species ; t,here may be one or two 
pairs, Tell developed or exceedingly minute, and tith 1-3 branches. They 
provide therefore a minor taxonomic charact’er for the identification of certain 
species. Of more interest, however, is the possibility that they indica.te a 
degree of relationship betTeen the subgenera and species which possess them, 
thereby providing cormrmation of the usually assumed link between Lopho- 
ceraomyia and C2ilicioj,2yia. It also seems possible that these subgenera are 
linked to Edwards’ group B of the subgenus Clllex, Ohrough C. hutchinsowi, 
which is a rather aberrant member of the latter group. 

FIG. l.-Culez mbithwacis Leicester. Post-orbital setae. 
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